Marine Bioregional Planning Iin
the South-West Marine Region

Issues for industry



What Is 1t?

 The development of the Commonwealth’s
marine bioregional planning started in 2006
— Provided for under the Environment Protection and

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

* The establishment of regional networks of
Commonwealth marine reserves by 2012 is part
of an international commitment agreed by all
Australian governments in 2006

« Bi partisan support
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Indicative Timelines

SW Process:

 Draft Marine Bioregional Plan — end 2009

* Final Network Proposal - mid 2010

* Network proclaimed — early/mid 2011
(when closed areas will come Into effect)

 (NW process 3 months behind SW
process)



Areas for Further Assessment

e For the SW area, these were released In
May 2009

e 8 areas have been identified based on 7
‘provinces’ of biodiversity

« Commonwealth waters only — beyond 3
nm
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Lessons from the South east
process

Industry Cohesion- work together- One Industry Working
Group with sectors feeding In

Agreed Timelines & Processes

Industry Policy Document with principles that underpin
engagement- This has been adopted by industry for roll
out of plans around Australia- see next slide

Adequate resources to enable industry to effectively
engage including capability to generate various
alternative zoning schemes for internal discussion (GIS-
lan Knuckey)

Capability to generate socio-economic assessments in
response to preliminary zoning schemes & generate
alternative zoning schemes (Colin Buxton- FRDC/TAFI
funded)



Key Principles underpinning Fishing Industry
engagement in Marine Bioregional Planning

* Enunciate proposed park’s biodiversity & conservation objectives
* Any overriding national policy considerations

« Comprehensive & adaptive socio-economic impact assessment
undertaken as soon as draft boundaries established

* Full engagement by Industry in design of zoning & operating rules

« Comprehensive transparent risk assessments to guide activities in
no-take & multi use areas

e Impacts on industry minimised
 Compensation for unavoidable impacts

« All MPA development & operational costs must be met by
government & not included in fisheries management agencies levy
base

» Operations of MPA network subject to periodic review, monitoring
and evaluation to ensure stated objectives are being met.



South west planning: industry
approach

Obtain commitment for adequate resources

Get our own socio-economic study of potential
Impacts now

Get the timelines extended so that we can
properly engage
Obtain clear commitment on displacement policy

Form industry institutions to ensure consistent
approach

Activate political support



WAFIC letter to Garrett &
Response

Written with support of Wildcatch SA and CFA
highlighting:
Industry willing to be engaged in the process but

timeframe needs to be extended and we need clear
commitment on displaced fishing

Letter copied to Ministers Burke and Moore

Response:
Extended time frame- end of September for data
Commitment for resources

Wants negotiations over zones after release of draft
plan & release of displacement policy



What do we need to do

o Get the data — industry verification

e Overlay catch data with Biodiversity hot
Spots to generate internal zoning options
for industry discussion (GIS capabillity)

e (Generate socio-economic assessments
(FRDC)



Potential allies

 Australian Petroleum Production & Exploration
Association (APPEA)

— Already in discussions with WAFIC about developing
a collective strategy

— Has identified many parts of the ‘Areas for Further
Assessment’ as ‘prospective’ for gas

« Other State fishing industry organisations and
the CFA

— Already working with them as part of a National
Alliance on marine bioregional planning. All State
bodies and the CFA have agreed that this is our
number one priority



Potential allies (cont’d)

Mid West Chamber of Commerce and
Industry

Western Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

State Minister for Fisheries
Premier

Federal Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry

Other WA Federal MP’s and Senators



The “Opposition”












Yesterday

Thanks to your support, we've delivered our firstp  etition ( watch the video ) and asked
everyone to contact their local MP to Save Our Marine Life.

Now we're hitting the road in Western Australia to spread the word. We'd love you to join us for a

free sustainable seafood barbeque and an advanced s creening of internationally acclaimed

film The End of the Line _ which documents the devastating impacts of over-fishing in our oceans.
The events will include a short presentation on our unique marine life and a discussion.

If you can't join us in WA but are keen to see this powerful film - think of it as The Inconvenient
Truth of fishing - join our Facebook group to receive updates on screenings around Australia.

Event dates:

Busselton - Saturday 1st August
Bunbury - Sunday 2nd August
Albany - Sunday 9th August
Esperance - Sunday 16th August
Geraldton - Sunday 23rd August

RSVP is essential - please call 08 9420 7266 or emai | conswa@conservationwa.asn.au

Thanks for your ongoing support,
David

David Mackenzie
Conservation Council of WA
For Save Our Marine Life

PS. If you haven't already, please take action onli  ne now to ask your MP to Save Our
Marine Life_ You can also join us on Facebook Facebook and Twitter .




Advocacy Strategy

 We have developed an advocacy strategy to:

— Demonstrate impacts of no take zones on our
iIndustry and regional and State economies

* An urgent economic assessment of the importance of the WA
fishing industry to national, State and regional economies is
underway and due to be completed in the next 6 weeks

— Develop a case for co-existence of industry activity
with conservation & biodiversity objectives:
« EPBC Act certification, MSC certification, Mitigation for

threatened species, Ecosystem Based Fisheries
Management

e Support Marine Parks so long as objectives clear & our
activities are assessed through honest risk assessment
methodology, objectives clear & impacts on industry dealt
with fairly

— ldentify possible advocates for our industry and our
regional communities in Federal Parliament



Whole of industry strategy

 Weekly meetings at WAFIC with our sector body heads
to ensure that we keep a focus on the urgency of this
Issue and its importance to the commercial sector overall

 We are closely liaising with Wildcatch SA and CFA to
ensure consistent approach for SW

e Along with SA and CFA, and NT, Queensland, NSW,
Vic, Tas industry bodies and the National Aquaculture
Council we have formed National Reference Group to
ensure consistent national approach - meeting Monday
week with Commonwealth Ministers Tony Burke & Peter
Garrett



Finally

Look at material on WAFIC website
www.wafic.org.au

We will provide regular updates to industry
Keep us informed of your concerns
We need your involvement and support




